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them all the care of thinking and all the trouble of
living? Thus it every day renders the exercise of the
free agency of man less useful and less frequent; it
circumscribes the will within a narrower range, and
gradually robs a man of all the uses of himself.' The
principle of equality has prepared men for these
things : it has predisposed men to endure them, and
oftentimes to look on them as benefits.
After having thus successively taken each member
of the community in its powerful grasp, and fashioned
them at will, the supreme power then extends its arm
over the whole community. It covers the surface of
society with a network of small complicated rules,
minute and uniform, through which the most original
minds and the most energetic characters cannot
penetrate, to rise above the crowd. The will of man
is not shattered, but softened, bent, and guided: men
are seldom forced by it to act, but they are constantly
restrained from acting : such a power does not de-
stroy, but it prevents existence ; it does not tyrannize,
but it compresses, enervates., extinguishes, and
stupefies a people, till each nation is reduced to be
nothing better than a flock of timid and industrious
animals, of which the government is the shepherd.
I have always thought that servitude of the regular,
quiet, and gentle kind which I have just described
might be combined more easily than is commonly
believed with some of the outward forms of freedom;
and that it might even establish itself under the wing
of the sovereignty of the people. Our contemporaries
are constantly excited by two conflicting passions;
they want to be led, and they wish to remain free : as
they cannot destroy either one or the other of these
contrary propensities, they strive to satisfy tllem both
at once. They devise a sole, tutelary, and all-powerful
form of government, but elected by the people. They